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It would seem, that Religion always elevates, 
or depresses, the human mind. 

It either improves the heart, and consequently 
the affections and actions of man, or it inereasesr 
tiie depravity. It is possible, that we may make 
a profession of the very truth itself — ^it is possi- 
ble that we may profess a faith in that light 
which has been recommended, and very justly 
recommended, to your attention — it is possible, 
that our minds, our hearts, and our heads, may 
be full of sentiments, of opinions, of cre^s, of 
principle^ and of doctrines; and yet the effect 
will only be, to place us in a state of Pharisaical 
self righteousness — a state, from which "publi- 
cans and harlots shall enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven before us." 

I conjecture it is possible, that with due at- 
tention to this light, which is the light of man,, 
which maketh manifest all things, whether good' 

* Mr. Gkmld, intended pnbUriuinf this Sermon, in a pamphlet with one wbieh Ua* 
mediately preceded it, by Gerard T. Hopkins} but was prevented, by cirenmstaaces 
beyond his control: And as it could not appear in connexion with that, he has 
varied the size of letter, that it may ceiform with that of efher Sermons, by the 
same Speaker, now in pint 



or evil, making them obvious unto us in their 
proper colors, giving us to distinguish between 
good and evil ; that we can discern between light 
and darkness, by the aid of this inspiring spirit 
The axe is laid to the root of every evil in the 
mind, and herein will be fulfilled tbat declara- 
tion ;-r-"the axe is laid to the root of the tree: 
Therefore, every tree which bringeth not forth 
good fruit, is hewn down, and cast into the fire.^' 
It is in vain, my friends, for any of us to make 
empty professions — ^it is in vain for us to put on 
a plain outside appearance, and talk of doctrines, 
professions and religions; if the de{:»*avity of the 
mind and imagination, are not brought under the 
influence of this principle — ^this manifestation, of 
which, a portion is given to every man to profit 
with alL You may be ready to conclude, that this 
is going on the sanie ground again ; and so it is. 
— ^And what else have you to direct you? It is 
obvious, that whilst we are making these pro- ' 
fessions, there are many of us ready to judge 
one another^s actions, when we have no more 
knowledge of the motives which produced them, 
than Balaam^s ass; — who, though he neither 
knew the motives of his master's mission, nor 
the occasion of his journey, reproved his rash- 
ness. And from whence does this arise? It 
arises from having notions instilled into Uie head^ 
instead .of principle operating upon the heart — It 



arises from a reli^oa which is found in these 
societies to result from education and tradition. 

It is possible, my friends and fellow believers 
in this holy name — it is possible that .without 
union or communion with any religious society — 
it is possible, that without any principles, or doc- 
trines, or sentiments, which are taught by the 
commandments of men, or by any society what- 
ever, many may come under the power, of this 
light. 

It is not this society in one shape, nor that 
society in another shape, which leads to it 
There is no outward communion with any thing 
which can lead immediately into conamunion 
between the soul and God. It is the Comforter 
which was promised by Christ himself "It is 
expedient for you that I go away:'' Here his 
outward body was to be removed, that the minds 
of the children of Israel might be led to look for 
sonaething of a spiritual nature. "It is expe- 
dient for yoK that I go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you ; 
but if I depart, I will pray the Father, and he 
will send him unto you. And when he is come^ 
he will reprove the world of sin, and of righte- 
ousness, and of judgment — he will lead you 
into all truth." If he leads into all truth,, he 
will lead out of all error. It is unto this, my 
friends, that I desire to commend you — ^I com- 
mend you to God and the word of his grace, 



which is able to sare the soul. I commend you 
not unto the deceptions which are practised 
among ourselves toward one another — I com- 
mend you not to a dependence on outward things, 
professions or performances: Neither . on that 
kind of righteousivess, which is bounded and 
limited by the morality of the world. For what 
is the morality of the world? It is that which 
gives us a name among men — it is human poli- 
cy. It emanates not from the religion of Jesus 
Christ. If we ate fair tradesmen, if we are 
good neighbours, if we are kind friends, if we 
are not drunkards, no brawlers, but attend to 
our business — ^if we get rich, if we make a pro- 
fession of religion, we pass for very good moral- 
ists — ^and even for religious characters also! 
When the soul may be grovelling in the depths 
of sin and uncleanness — ^the imagination roving 
hither and thither, among objects created and 
uncreated-— objects which never had an existence 
except in the disordered minds of men. These 
are the effects produced by the fall of man. 

We find in the language — ^the sublime Ian* 
guage of the scriptures, that man was blessed as 
to his understanding, and the woman as to her 
affections. The man represents the un(}erstand* 
ing*— the woman, the affections. When the af- 
fections gain the ascendency over the under- 
standing, a departure from the Divine harmony, 
or a fall, is the consequence. 



It is in our own minds, that all evil originates 
-^it is there that they are produced, that thej 
grow and ripen into action. Therefore, our 
watchfulness is to be in our own minds: and until 
our minds are brought into this state of watch- 
fulness, we never can pray any other prayer 
than that of Paul, previous to his conversion. 
There is as much diiSerence between the le- 
gal state and that of the new birth, as that of 
Paul after his experimental knowledge of the 
Divine power, contrasted with his previous dark 
condition. We shall not be bowing our head 
like the bulrush, instead of lifting our voices like 
a trumpet — we shall not be confined to any form 
of words which have ever been used, not even to 
those used by Jesus Christ himself. What does 
it profit.^ It is but the voice of words — ^it is but 
the precept of men — it is but coming to Mount 
Sinai, ^4nto blackness, and darkness, and tem- 
pest, and the sound of words; which voice they 
that heard, intreated that the word should not be 
spoken to them any more : for they could not en- 
dure that which was commanded ; and if so much 
as a beast touched the mountain, it shall be 
stoned or thrust through with a dart.'' I verily 
believe there is not only a prayer of form and 
faith at the present day, but prayer for what wc 
want, when we are under feelings of dismay, of 
true horror,* and at times of despair — under these 
feelings, whither shall I fly ; we have no com- 
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fort on earth, no joy in our imaginations: we at- 
tempt with corrupt hearts, enveloped in all this 
darkness, to offer some palliative to the soul. But 
we are forced by guilt to do it, and not led by 
faith— we are not governed by the true light Are 
there not others in this meeting who can testify as 
well as myself, that they have often been induced, 
through a variety of motives, to pray to Grod, 
to crave his protection, vvhen their souls have 
been depressed and afflicted? and as soon as we 
have prayed — as soon as our afflictions have 
been removed, we have returned again like "the 
dog to the vomit, and the sow that was washed 
to her wallowing in the mire." There has been 
an end to all our prayers, and we have returned 
to the very same filth and corruption. O my 
friends, deep are the delusions of our minds. It 
is a species of the same superstitious nature, by 
which Adam was deceived, that is now deceiv- 
ing our souls. But blessed be the name of Is- 
rael's God, there is no want of light, no want 
of love, no want of power in him to overcome 
every enemy of man. 

When there appears a deficiency, it is when 
man has chosen his own way. But we are not to 
choose our own ways, to think our own thoughts, 
to eat our own bread, wear our own apparel, if 
we would be called bj'^ his name, to take away 
our reproach. Vain is the idea. Our disappoint- 
ment will be groat, whilst influenced by conduct 
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like this ; therefore, I want not to come Mount 
Sinea nor into darkness and blackness and tem- 
pest. But let us come "to Mount Zion, the 
city of the living God, the Heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels ; to 
the general assembly and church of the first- 
bom, which are written in heaven, and to God 
the judge of all, and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the 
new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, 
that speaketh better things than that of , Abel.'' 
Here, there is no covering for our souls — All 
things are open and naked to him, with whom 
we have to do. In this state of dedication, 
we are not begging the life of our enemies or 
friends, but when our whole soul is open in his 
view, then ov» minds can adopt this language. 
"Thy will and not my will be done." 

There is a pure and living faith, a holy con- 
fidence, which results from an experimental 
knowledge of that God whom we worship. It. 
is a knowledge, an extensive knowledge on 
which all true faith is founded. We can have 
no faith but that of experience, for there is no 
power nor knowledge, but that which is reveal- 
ed immediately by the light of Christ operating 
upon the soul ; which has been recommended to 
you this day. We have the scriptures of truth, 
but of what avail is it.? For who shall interpret 
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these? It is not for man to walk in his own 
steps, or to direct others how to understand 
these scriptures. To have a correct know- 
ledge, of their import and meaning, so as 
to render them a benefit to us, it requires the 
same power that dictated them — ^then they may 
become as a comfort and a help in reproof and 
righteousness — "that we, through patience and 
e^omfort of the scriptures, might have our hope" 
increased; and here the mysteries of heaven are 
brought into view, and the true faith which im- 
parts, or proceeds from experimental knowledge, 
opens the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, 
and givps us to distinguish the things that differ, 
and thus enables us to see what it is that belongs 
to our own peace. We should be able through 
the aid and instrumentality of this principle 
operating upon our ^auls to bring the affections 
under subjection to the judgment^ or the woman 
into subjection to the man. The man will be 
the head of the woman, Christ the head of the 
man \ and the head of Christ is God. Here is 
union and communion — here is the communion 
of saints precious in the sight of God. Then, 
they can rejoice together, because their faith is 
founded upon an experinoental knowledge of God. 
This knowledge is only revealed by him, imme- 
diately to us, and is the power of God unto salva- 
tion ; the gospel preached in every creature ; Christ 
in you, the hope of glory. Call it by what name 
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you may, it appears not like a light shitting and 
having no object in view* Whenever we see? 
this light in the soul, rest assured, there is a les- 
son of instruction; it appears unto us as a re- 
prover — it appears unto us, to speak peace of 
mind. 

Now, my friends, when it appears as a re- 
prover, as a refiner with fire or a fuller with 
soap, flinch not from its manifestations; be not 
afraid of its operation; but suffer it to consume 
all external things, and bring them under its own 
internal influence; then shall the tin, the dross^ 
and the reprobate silver, bum together- At- 
tending to this manifestation from season to 
season, it will bring us to submit to the power of 
righteousness, then our experience and our know- 
ledge will increase. Here is the origin and foun- 
dation, of the faith of the saints. It is not in 
opinions of men connected with systems ; but in 
the immediate knowledge of the operation of the 
spirit of jjSod, when we know his dealings toward 
us day after day, month after month, and year 
after year — when we know him to bring us into 
judgment for our sins, and also know that in the 
midst of judgment he remembers mercy and 
speaks peace to the soul: does it not operate as 
a living faith, a holy confidence producing^ a 
well grounded hope that he who has called us, 
is not far off; and that he who has brought us so 
far on our way will finish the work, to ths praise 
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and glory of his own name; and to our own 
souls' solid peace and comfort. These can pray— 
these can supplicate the father, because they 
have a knowledge of his power — ^they have ex- 
perienced the manifestation of that light that will 
increase and bring us to a state of grace, and that 
which now appears to many of us, as the "light 
of the moon will yet become as the light of the 
sun : and the light of the sun shall be seven fold, 
as the light of seven days, in the day that the 
Lord bindeth up the breach of his people and 
healeth the stroke of their wound.'' But, my 
friends, there are bright lights in spiritual things, 
as well as in the natural creation. There is the 
light of the moon, as well as the light of the 
sun ; but all external evidences are of no value — 
there is no light in these; not even in reason it- 
self, the noblest natural gift of God to man. I 
can testify how it has been with myself, when 
contending with the variety of passions which 
assailed me. I have reasoned with myself day 
after day and year after year. I have striven 
against things, which I was sensible were wrong, 
and have exerted all the aid of reason ; and ex- 
erted the stronger aid, of every rational power 
at my command, under the light of the con- 
science, and invariably failed. Blessed, there- 
fore, be the name of Israel's God, who has pre- 
pared for us a way of light; — ^a power superior 
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to these; which are what the light of the moon is, 
when compared with the light of the sun. 

Even tbie scriptures themselves, are among 
other external evidences of this nature ; but when 
the light from heaven appears, then it is, that 
we can not only distinguish, substantially dis- 
tinguish, the right from the wrong; but with 
this jdivine manifestation, there is the whole 
armour of light, comprehending the power of 
God, which is stronger than all the imagina- 
tions of men and devils. If we are baptised 
into the power of his grace, then, and then 
alone, are we. become more than conquerors. 
And wherefore? Because he is what he uni- 
formly has been, the God of love. "God is 
love, and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 
God, and God in him.'' And thus the axe being 
laid to the root of the tree, it will destroy every 
evil propensity, passion and failing, in the mind. 
By God's shining upon our evil affections, sub- 
duing them, and bringing them under his regu- 
lating influence, we shall be growing up into a 
living faith, in purity and holiness. Here the 
light of the moon will be really and substan- 
tially brighter than the light of' the sun is now, 
in many of our views. The light of the sun 
will be seven-fold; and we should even be able 
to raise not only thankful hearts, but thankful 
voices to Grod. Our souls would be reverently 
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bowed before his footstool. Therefore, as it has 
been justly said, we shall become as lambs of 
bis pasture, and under the influence, the regu- 
lating influence of this divine power, our affec- 
tions and our passions will become crucified — 
every thing of an improper nature, every evil 
imagination, would be subjected. The floods 
of passion, pride and guilt, which have borne ' 
us along- — ^theSe would have to fall beneath 
the ark of safety and salvation, whereunto 
they are now brought. When brought to 
this principle and foundation, this rock of safety, 
they would be placed upon the rock of ages — 
the foundation of many generations, against 
which, all the powers of opposition never can 
prevail. — Yea! it is as stable as the mountain 
of Ararat 

The root of evil would be destroyed in the 
mind; and if the root be dead, the branches 
must die also: and all these being purged from 
the heart, and these roots of evil being destroy- 
ed from the piind, where is there any room for 
fruit to grow.^ — it must necessarily die also. 
Pride, fulness of bread, idleness, lying, swearing, 
all deceptions, whoredoms, adulteries, warrings, 
fightings, drunkenness; yea, every species of 
evil, may, by a due attention to the manifesta- 
tions of this deep principle, be banished from 
the earth — ^the wilderness beeome an Eden — the 
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desert like the garden of the Lord. Joy and 
gladness shall be fomid therein ; and the voice 
of mdodj and thanksgiving. The mountain of 
the Lord's house shall be established above the 
bills; and all nations shall flow unto it. 
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